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the picture. Not the least fascinating of her characteristics
was said to be that, whatever language she employed, she
spoke with a foreign accent which sounded especially
attractive because the tone of her soft, clear voice rivalled
that of the Queen.

Vicky's Household in Prussia was to be all Prussian, with
the exception of a lady secretary and reader, the Hon. Mary
Seymour, daughter of the Equerry to Prince Albert, and a
Coburgher, Ernest Stockmar, son of Baron Stockmar, who
was to be her Treasurer (and adviser !). Miss Seymour had
been given her post at the invitation of Prince Frederick
William, but he had been doubtful about the appointment
of Ernest Stockmar. Not that he felt any disapproval on
personal grounds, but' old Stocky,' who had had a finger in
many international political pies and regarded the private
apartments of England's palaces as his second home, was
anathema to the reactionaries of Prussia. However, the
Queen and Prince Albert had been so pressing about this
that he had ignored his better judgment. The Chamberlain
and the Mistress of the Robes were to be the grim Count
and Countess Perpoucher. The two ladies-in-waiting were
entirely pleasant creatures, Countess Marie zu Lyman and
Wally von Hohenthal, but they were quite characterless
enough to be made useful spies by any scheming person.
These two had already arrived, by invitation of the Queen,
and were getting to know their duties and the ways of their
young mistress.

In January all the Princes and Princesses of Prussia and
the other foreign guests began to reach London. The ladies
had to be looked after by the Queen, but the men were
collected and taken up to Balmoral by Prince Albert and
Bertie, Here they were set to deer-stalking under the charge
of the gentlemen of the Household, whom they scandalized
by the savage brutality of their ideas of sport. Meanwhile,
Prince Albert hurried back to a chaotic Buckingham
Palace, to face the problem of "fitting a very large number of
mutually-jealous people into ' a very limited space.' He told
a friend that, if he achieved the impossible and lodged